
135. Villa Savoye 

Poissy-sur-Seine, France. Le Corbusier (architect). 1929 C.E. Steel and reinforced 

concrete 

 represents the culmination of a decade during which the architect worked to articulate the essence 

of modern architecture 
o In 1920, he founded the journal L’Esprit Nouveau, and many of the essays he published 

there would eventually be incorporated into his landmark collection of essays, Vers une 

architecture (Toward an Architecture) in 1923 
 Throughout the 1920s, via his writings and designs, Le Corbusier (formerly Charles-Edouard 

Jeanneret) considered the nature of modern life and architecture’s role in the new machine age 
 The delicate floating box that he designed is both functional house and modernist sculpture, 

elegantly melding form and function 
 He lavished praise on the totems of modernity—race cars, airplanes, and factories—marveling at 

the beauty of their efficiency. However, he also argued that beauty lay not only in the newest 

technology but in ancient works such as the Parthenon, whose refined forms represented, in his 

view, the perfection of earlier Archaic systems 
 Le Corbusier sought to isolate what he called type forms, which were universal elements of 

design that can work together in a system 
 By 1926, he had devised his Five Points of Architecture, which he viewed as a universal system 

that could be applied to any architectural site. The system demanded  
o pilotis (slender columns) to raise the building off the ground and allow air to circulate 

beneath;  
o roof terraces, to bring nature into an urban setting;  
o a free plan that allowed interior space to be distributed at will; 
o  a free façade whose smooth plane could be used for formal experimentation; 
o  and ribbon windows, which let in light but also reinforced the planarity of the wall 

 The Villa Savoye incorporated these principles, and also realized many of the concepts expressed 

in Vers une Architecture 

 



 
 



 
 

 

 


